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               President’s Note 
   Welcome to a special edition newsletter!     

   We felt it was the right time to inform all of 

our readers about a future event that is very 

exciting.  Friends for Life will be sponsoring an 

Oratory Contest this year.  We have enclosed a 

poster you can photocopy for high school 

students to post or for you to put up at stores or 

businesses that you frequent.  We need to get the 

word out!   

   Also, we have enclosed information from 

National Right to Life about the presidential 

candidates’ positions on life issues.  We will not 

suggest who to vote for, but we surely hope you 

will read their positions, pray about it, and be 

informed when you vote in March’s primary. 

   Your FFL Board President,  

  Crystal Latimer 
(440) 466-7441 E-mail inameeting2@yahoo.com 
 

Mark your calendars 
 

February 19 – Regular 7 PM monthly FFL 

meeting and GRADS presentation 

March 1 - Registration deadline for Oratory 

Contest 

March 4 – Primary Election - Vote Pro-Life 

March 15 – Oratory Contest at Asht. A of G  

March 18 – Regular 7 PM FFL meeting  

April 15  – Regular 7 PM monthly FFL meeting 

April 26  – Ohio Right to Life Oratory Contest – 

FFL winner will participate! 

April 28  – National Pro-Life T-Shirt Day 

May 3 – Family-A-Fair, Jefferson Vo-Ed, 9-2 

May 20 – Regular 7PM monthly FFL meeting – 

Special presentation by Pro Vita Advisors 

May 24 – Annual Bake Sale at Wal-Mart 

 

Student Oratory Contest 

Coming to Ashtabula 

County! 
 
High school Juniors and Seniors are invited to 

participate in the 1
st
 Annual Ashtabula County 

Friends for Life Oratory Contest. 

The contestants are required to research and 

write an original pro-life speech which they will 

present before a panel of judges.  The speech 

must be about one of the following topics: 

abortion, infanticide, euthanasia or stem cell 

research.  Prizes will be awarded to the top 

three places.  The winner of our chapter will go 

to compete at the state level, April 26, 2008 in 

Columbus, Ohio.  They will be competing at this 

level for an opportunity to go to the national 

contest to be held in Arlington, VA in July.  We 

look forward to providing a forum for young 

adults to voice their stand on such important 

topics. 

We are seeking sponsors for the event.  If you 

wish to provide products (gifts) for our 

contestants, please contact the contest 

coordinator.  Financial contributions can be 

placed in the regular donation envelope.  

Sponsors names will be listed in the event 

program. 

Registration deadline for contestants is March 1, 

2008.  The local contest is March 15, 2008 at 

First Assembly of God, 2300 Austinburg Road.  

If you are interested in participating or have any 

questions please contact the Oratory Contest 

Coordinator-Bonnie Glink at (440)998-4102 or 

e-mail at glink@suite224.net 

 

Affiliate of 

http://www.ashcofriendsforlife.org/


Candlelight Vigil, 2008 

 

 
 

“It is difficult to wrap your mind around a 

number like 48 million, but that is the estimate of 

how many innocent babies have been destroyed 

in the U.S. in the 35 years since the Supreme 

Court ruled abortion was legal in the Roe vs. 

Wade case, and they are the anonymous 

extinguished Americans we remember at this 

special service annually,” explained Ashtabula 

County Friends For Life president, Crystal 

Latimer at the January 20th candlelight vigil held 

at Zaback-Ducro Funeral Home, Ashtabula. 

 

 
The service included two speakers, Mrs. Sally 

Cragon who spoke on the history of Right to Life 

organizations at local, state and national levels 

and the Rev. Doug Wright of First Baptist 

Church, Ashtabula.  Attendees filled three rooms 

of the funeral home including several members  

of the Knights of Columbus and North 

Kingsville's Living Water Baptist Church 

members who cancelled their own evening 

service to attend the vigil along with their youth 

group, headed by Chuck Harten. The church's  

pastor, Rev. Dan Evans gave the opening prayer. 

During a time of reflection by those attending, 

Mae Salters of Chapel G.O. Ministries spoke and 

sang an impromptu solo. 

 

 

Jennifer Leonard, ACFFL member, said that 

when the first vigil was arranged by her last year, 

she felt the area needed a community 

commemorative event during January which is 

Sanctity of Life month; the month Roe v. Wade 

was passed. “It is a substitute for the walk that 

used to be scheduled in the cold of January but is 

now in October and for those unable to attend the 

annual March for Life in Washington, D.C.” 

“A really nice thing about pro-life events in 

Ashtabula County has been that persons of 

differing faiths, Catholic and Protestant, come 

together in unity to pray at gatherings like this 

vigil,” stated ACFFL board member, Rita Sarell 

adding, “We join our hearts in prayer for the 

ending of abortion and to ask the Lord to forgive 

our country and to comfort those who are 

suffering even though they have repented of their 

abortions.” 

Photos & Article by Catherine Schmidt 

 

 

Celebrate Life    

 
 

Director of Ohio Right to 

Life, Denise Mackura, and 

FFL President, Crystal 

Latimer pose after our 

annual Celebrate Life 

event.  Held Nov. 27 at 

Ashtabula First Assembly 

of God, a potluck dinner 

was followed by speaker, 

Denise and the awarding 

of door prizes. Thank you to everyone who 

brought baby supplies for Birthcare and 

purchased Pantry Thyme food items.  We wish 

Denise the best in her new position working at a 

pro-life law office in Chicago. 

 

Blankets of Love 

 
Thanks to all who have made blankets.  We are 

now supplying them not only for Birthcare, but 

for the GRADS program at most high schools in 

the county.  To donate yarn or blankets, call 

Stephanie at 992-6285, or Crystal at 466-7441.   


